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mental nature of war, all conventions and usages
were ipso facto rendered absurd and untenable.
" Conventions and usages," I maintained, " are the
outcome of law and morality. But war, strictly
speaking, is the negation of all law and morality.
Consequently to import conventions and usages
in war is to introduce something fundamentally
contrary to its very nature. Hence all the difficulty.
We might as well expect two men who are at death-
grips not to hit below the belt or break the rules of
the Ring as expect two nations who are struggling
for their very existence to keep to certain usages
and conventions adapted to antiquated modes of
warfare. The Englishman with his instinct for sport
and fair-play insists on having certain set rules and
regulations in the playing of this most thrilling of
games and cries out when other people refuse to
look on war with a sporting eye and consider it as a
life-and-death struggle where men are justified in
making a full and free use of their elemental passions
and savage instincts to preserve themselves. As
self-preservation is the first law of life, so national
safety is the first law of nations. Consequently no
effort, however cruel and inhuman, made for pre-
serving national existence could in strict equity be
pronounced unjustifiable/'

When we were within a day's run of Canada, it
became suddenly very cold. The reason was we
were passing through the ice region, though unfor-
tunately, it being very misty, we did not see any
icebergs. It was while there that the second officer
gave'me the surprising news that the evening we